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Thursday and Friday of iast week were certainly two adventure 
packed days on the Eastern Seaboard. Hurricane Gloria came 

off the Atiantic, packing sustained winds of over 130mph, 
swirling her torrential rains. Cape Hatteras, N.C. was brushed 
with force, yet with much less resultant damage than antici- 
pated. Ocean City, Maryland saw destruction of beach line 
property: restaurants, hotels, and a nearly entire dismantling 
of the boardwalk. Many N.J. seaports, from Wildwood to Atlantic 
City, had similar results. Friday morning, Philadelphia received 
seven inches of rain in two hours. Still kicking with her 120 
mph fury, Gloria stormed across Long Island, N.Y., leaving 

tree limbs and power lines down, and thousands of customers 
without electricity. Gloria lost most of her punch, and as 

wind speeds decreased, she dumped her remaining rain over 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Massachusetts. While Gloria 

was one of the worst hurricanes to attack the Eastern U.S. 

in many years, her rage was much less than expected. Damages 
were at a minimum. Ed Koch, Mayor of N.Y., summed it all up 

in his statement, "We scared the hell out of Gloria, so she 
went somewhere else!” 


I'm sure you're all excited about the undefeated Penn State 
football team as the most exciting games of the season approach. 
Everyone should attend at least one game to not only see the 
team, but also the impressive pre-game and half-time shows 

of the marching Blue Band (an unbiased opinion, of course). 

So far this year, there have been eleven activities. Please 

be sure to keep track of how many activities you have attended. 
If you find difficulty in attending activities because of con- 
flicts, see me before October 20. The October calendar is 
posted. At least seven activities are planned for October. 


Go State, Beat ‘Bama. JOE 


Our annual hayride was once again a great success. The scene 
was perfect, complete with a moonlit sky and a campfire story. 
It gave us a chance to get out and enjoy the beautiful autumn 
weather. It also gave some of us a wonderful opportunity to 
test exactly how long the allergy-sufferers could last, because 
of the great hay-throwing battle that ensued. Many thanks to 
all the fun-loving Irvinites that attended, even Barry, for 
making the evening so enjoyable for all! 


On October 10th, Irvin Hall will hold its traditional Faculty 
Dinner. We urge all house members to invite a favorite faculty 
member to dine and converse with other students and faculty 
members in Warnock Dining Hall (North Halls). We will meet 
in the lobby of Irvin Hall at 5pm to walk over to North Halls 


together. 


Earth and Mineral Sciences Interest House 
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Oops! In our first issue of IRVINews this semester, we inciuded a 
house roster. Unfortunately, we inadvertently excluded John » 
Davis in Room 217 as a house member. John is a member and 
4 belongs to the house trip committee. We are truly sorry for 
this oversight. 


RA's Message A number of us have already taken our first mid-term exams 
and the rest are preparing for the ones to come. This pressure 
combined with the everyday pressures of certain events at home 
and school, especially relationships with others, causes a 
great deal of anxiety. Sometimes it feels as though these con- 
cerns are too numerous to deal with, but we cope the best we 
can. In the past few weeks, however, I have mentioned that 
a few of us have not dealt with these types of pressures in 
always the right way. The means to deal with stress and 
stressful situations can be either positive or negative, with 
the latest trend of some students favoring the negative aspects. 
By this, I mean that alcohol, forward criticism and destruction 
of university property, however slight, seem to play a signif - 
icant role in the lives of students, whether intentional or 
not, as a way of releasing the pressures caused by the endless 
problems students face. 


As an RA, as a friend and as a fellow student, I would really 
like to see a change in this trend, because a continued move 

in this direction will only lead to serious consequences 
involving the well-being of each student. It takes only one 
incident to affect the rest of us, but that one incident can 

be stopped before it ever happens; this is where positive means 
of dealing with anxiety comes in. A late night run across 
campus, a movie downtown or a swim at the Natatorium are all 
positive and highly successful ways of alleviating that tense 
pressure we've all felt at one time or another. Lastly, if 

none of that sounds pertinent to you, a talk with a friend, 
someone who can understand and help, may be the best medicine 
of all. Remember, two people who have the credentials and the 
enthusiasm to do just that are Ariane and myself. Head in a 
positive direction and it will come out for better in the end... 


Barry 


Beat Returns Yes, Beat is back with all of its features. Dr. Box, famous 
quotes, Ss, Loveline, and everything you did or didn't want to 
know about everyone in Irvin Hall. This year the Beat staff 
will try to publish it every week. However, current funds will 
run out soon if they do not receive a steady income to cover 
the cost of printing and copying. If you enjoy reading Beat 
and would like to continue to do so in the future, small 
donations will be graciously accepted in Rooms 13 and 202. 


In a few days, the Faculty Senate is going to vote again on 


Grading Polic 
. . . the plus/minus grading system for the University. Faculty 
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Continued... senator, Dan Black (205) would like input on how we feel about 
the suggested grading system so he can vote responsibly. 


Military Museum The house is considering having a group- trip to the Pennsylvania 
Military Museum in Boalsburg. It is a really interesting place 
to visit. So if you are interested, sign-up on the list on 
the lobby bulletin board or contact Joannie (Room 30i). 


House Sports Coed football games begin on October i, while men's football 
opens the season on October 9. For more information, contact 
Chris in Room 401. 


The Fall Racketball Tournament is in full swing now with first 
round matches to be played by October 2 and the second round 
by October 9. Brackets are posted in the lobby. 


Dave Fisher reached the flight finals in the IM Tennis Tourna- 
ment by defeating Rich Fry 2-6,7-6,6-3. Once in the finals, 
Dave, playing with an injured shoulder, was eliminated by Yon 
Kim 5-7,1-6. 


Irvin's softball team, for the second straight year, reached 
the IM playoffs. The team played well, but not well enough, 

losing a 6-5 decision to Lackawanna house. Well guys, maybe 

next year. 


I would like to thanks all the guys who took the time to play 
softball for the house this year. I had hoped we would have 
gone farther in the playoffs, but I'm just glad and thankful 
that we had some FUN. 
Thanks, 
Scott 


In My Opinion... Last week, I checked off number 13 of Are You a Penn Stater? 
Anyone who has ever tried to sleep while camping out in a line 
will remeber quite a number of sights and sounds. I will always 
remember how obnoxiously loud the falling acorns were at 4:30 
in the morning. They fall from high in the trees, hit every 
possible leaf on the way down which amplifies the sound, hit 
the underlying road in an explosion and continue to roll down- 
hill for an unbelievable length of time. All of that from one 
little acorn. But wait - isn’t this the same acorn that could 
have fallen unnoticed if it would have fallen during the switch 
of classes? Between classes - as squirrels dodge people dodging 
bikes dodging cars - the acorns would not have seemed so loud. 
Why? The acorn didn't change, the sound did not change, but 
the acorn's timing has changed. Sometimes in a large university 
such as Penn State, people may think that their actions go 
unnoticed. What does this have to do with falling acorns? If 
you ever feel that you are turning invisible or your actions 
are lost in the crowd, just remember the acorn. What goes 
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unnoticed one day may be an explosion the next. Question: How 
many people have ever been hit on the head by a falling acorn 


while walking to class? 
Roger Miller 


Eric Van Voorhees (408) competed in the Phi Who Breakaway, 

a 30 mile bicycle race, in which he finished 6th in a field 

of 55. He commented, "I was happy to do as well as I did because 
the course was very hilly, and there were some good riders 

in the field. I had only been able to train for about a month 
before the event and I am already looking forward to next 
season.” 


The next Irvin Cinema will be held this Friday, October 5. 

See Joe (204) or Elise (309) for more information. Also, the 
next segment of "History of Metallurgy” wiil be shown on Sunday, 
October 7 at 7:00PM. 


This weekend the EMS College is hosting the 50th field confer- 
ence of PA Geologists. The conference celebrates its 50 year 
jubilee by returning to State College, the site of its first 
field conference in 1931. The program will include various 
dinners and field trips. The EMS Interest House extends a 
welcome to the group and hopes they have a pleasant visit at 
Penn State. 


A club meeting will be held this Wednesday, October 2nd at 
7:30pm (tentative) in the third floor conference room of the 
Walker Building. Anyone is welcome. 


Meetings will be held every Tuesday at 7:30PM. Meet at the 
HUB desk. All are welcome and the council would appreciate 
suggestions from the students. 


There will be a club meeting on Thursday, October 3rd in 321 
Steidul Building at 7:00PM. The meeting is open to anyone. 


Meetings are held on Tuesday nights in the HUB basement. 


Wednesday night's meeting will present Dr. Howard Pohn of the 
USGS in Reston, Virginia, who will speak on Disturbance Zones 
in the Appalachians and Beyond. The meeting will be held in 
541 Deike on Wednesday, October 2, at 8:00PM. 


The next IRVINews will be distributed on Monday, October 14th 
and submissions are due by 5:00PM on Friday, October 11th. 
Thank You. 
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_ WHY T LIKE 
RAINY DAYS, 


BECAUSE THEY'RE THE | 
GREAT SOCIAL EQUALIZERS. | 
IT 19 THE ONE TIME WHEN 
A PERSON’ PHYSICAL 
SHORTCOMINGS, FRAILTIES 
ANP DEFORMITIES WILL BE 
COMPLETELY COVERED UP. 
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